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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/7/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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3. Claims 8, 15 - 17 and 24 - 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927 B2). 

Regarding claim 8, Parulski discloses a wireless communication unit (a 
digital still camera having a wireless network interface; see Abstract), comprising: 
an interface portion signally connected to a connector of a main device (a 
memory card interface (Fig. 1 A, element 34) connected to the digital still camera 
(Fig. 1A, element 12)); a wireless communication portion performing wireless 
communication (communications network (Fig. 1 A, element 28) being capable of 
communicating with an external device wirelessly; Parulski: Col. 4, lines 9 - 32); 
and a control portion (a microprocessor (Fig. 1 A, element 29)) having a function 
of acquiring a data file to be recorded from the main device through the interface 
portion (Parulski: Col. 3, lines 25 - 29) and a function of transmitting the acquired 
data file through the wireless communication portion to an external destination 
(sending an image file to an external device wirelessly; Parulski: Col. 3, line 31 
through Col. 4, lines 42), wherein the control portion selects the data file that is to 
be transmitted based on predetermined attribute information that is associated 
with the data file and that indicates characteristics of the data file, and transmits 
the selected data file through the wireless communication portion to the external 
destination (Parulski: Col. 4, lines 29 - 52). 

Regarding claim 15, Parulski discloses wherein the predetermined 
attribute information is information regarding a folder in which the data file is 
stored (Parulski: Col. 4, lines 43 - 52). 
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Regarding claim 16, Parulski discloses wherein the control portion 
transmits the selected data file to the external destination specified by the folder, 
through the wireless communication portion (Parulski: Col. 4, lines 29 - 52). 

Regarding claim 17, Parulski discloses wherein the connector of the main 
device is shaped so as to enable attachment of a detachable recording medium 
(memory card interface, within the digital still camera, capable of accepting a 
removable memory card; Parulski: Col. 2, line 53 through Col. 3, line 4). 

Regarding claim 24, Parulski discloses wherein the predetermined 
attribute information is information specifying the external destination to which 
the data file is to be transmitted (Parulski: Col. 3, line 31 through Col. 4, line 52). 

Regarding claim 25, Parulski discloses wherein the predetermined 
attribute information is information regarding a folder in which the data file to be 
transmitted to the specified external destination is stored (Parulski: Col. 4, lines 
43 - 52). 

Regarding claim 26, Parulski discloses an attribute information imparting 
portion that associates the predetermined attribute information to a specified data 
file (utilization file; Parulski: Col. 3, line 31 through Col. 4, line 52). 

Regarding claim 28, Parulski discloses wherein the predetermined 
attribute information, that the attribute information imparting portion associates to 
the data file, is information that specifies the external destination to which the 
data file is to be transmitted (Parulski: Col. 3, line 31 through Col. 4, line 52). 
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Regarding claim 29, Parulski discloses wherein the predetermined 
attribute information is information regarding a folder in which the data file to be 
transmitted to the specified external destination is stored (Parulski: Col. 4, lines 
43 - 52). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 9, 14 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Parulski in view of Geva (US 6,366,871 B1). 

Regarding claim 9, Parulski as applied above does not specifically 
disclose wherein said attribute information is information indicating that the data 
file has a write-protect attribute. In an analogous art, Geva remedies the 
deficiencies of Parulski by disclosing the write-protect feature (Geva: Col. 9, lines 
30 - 63). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to provide the technique of Geva to the 
system of Parulski in order to provide a security feature such as write-protect so 
as to prevent accidental deletion of important files. 

Regarding claim 14, Parulski discloses all the limitations of claim 14 
except the feature wherein the control portion automatically deletes the backup 
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from the recording portion after transmission of the information in the wireless 
communication portion is normally terminated, when the control portion 
generates the backup of the information in the recording portion. In an analogous 
art, Geva remedies the deficiencies of Parulski by disclosing the automatic 
deletion of the backup information after transmission (Geva: Col. 9, lines 31 - 
58). Therefore, it would have bepn obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the technique of Geva to the system of 
Parulski in order to provide an effective way of using limited memory capacity 
more efficiently. 

Regarding claim 27, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 9. 

6. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Parulski 

in view of Fukuoka (US 6,300,976 B1). 

Regarding claim 20, Geva in view of Fukuoka as applied above discloses 
wherein the connector portion includes a power line by which power is supplied 
to the wireless communication unit from the main device (it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
the main device is the provider of power to any device that attaches to it, which 
Fukuoka clearly discloses the I/O card being attached to the camera and the I/O 
card obviously receives power from the camera). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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provide the technique of Fukuoka to the system of Parulski in order to provide a 
more flexible and efficient electronic communication device that is compatible 
with electronic cameras. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 6, 18, 22 and 23 are allowed. 

8. Please refer to the statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter in the office action mailed on 9/1 1/2006. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8, 9, 14 - 17, 20, 24 - 29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Un C. Cho whose telephone number is (571) 272-7919. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00AM to 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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